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- GCONFI'ENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY7

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310 -
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AQW? M.P ) (29 Natr 67) I=01P 3 APU2W196
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•_.•• TO: SEE DISTRi UTION" "'-. . --

"1. Forwarded as-inrclosure is Operational Report-- Lessons Learned,
Headquarters, 17th Combat Aviation Group for quarterly pnriod ending 31

I October 1966. Information contained in this report should be reviewed
and evaluated by CDC in accordance with paragraph 6f of AR 1-19 and by
CONARC in accordance with paragraph 6c and d of AR 1-19. Evaluations

-" and corrective actions should be reported to ACSFOR OT within 90 days of
receipt of covering letter.

,..) 2. Information contained in this report is provided to the Cem-

LIJ mandants of the Service Schools to insure appropriate benefits in the
- 1 future from lessons learned during current operations, and may be adapted
L.A- for use in developing training materia..• BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

t~'-4 nc

n .Q .ncZ KENNETH G. WICKHAM
Cn , a/s Major General, USA

V T ISTIUON: The Adjutant General

+- ký Commanding General
00S.•', o• . US Army Combat Development Command

a . US Continental Army Command
So - .• Commandants

US Army Command and General Staff College
5. '.0 US Army War College

US Army Air Defense School
US Army Artillery and Missile School

',co ') US Army Armor School
SUS Army Chemical Corps School BJLD 1

US Army Engineer School WR BA U fl(
- * .0 / US Army Military Police School CLA88~r ML0SM
a0 0 LI~. S Army Infantry School

Q) 0 , US Army Intelligence School D
US Army Medical Field Service School
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US Army Ordnance School
us Army Quartermaster School

US Army Signal School sho
US Army Transportation Sho
US Army Special Warfare School
US Army Civil Affairs School

US Amy Aviation, School

Asai.at&X Cbi~f Of staff ror For". D*wu3APMat
Iggerb J .311, CorpaotlO (Lbray)
hwl7officeer,, Los A30M Sci=aLfleiabc tr

U . .. A N.. .. ......... .......
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CONFIDENTIAL
4W. DzAhTVWT OF THE ARMY

I H;ADQUAILTdhS 17TH COMBAT AVIATIOh GROUP
I • APO 96240

.•.• AVGD-SC 14 November 1966

SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal

THRU: Commanding General
I Field Forces, Vietnam
APO 96240

"Commanding General
ist Aviation Brigade
APO San Francisco 96307

Co.mianding General
"United States Army, Vietnam

MY APO San Francisco 96307

Commander in Chief
United States Army, Pacific
APO San Francisco 96558

TO: Assistant. Chief of Staff for Force Levelopment
Headquarters, Department of the Army
Washington DC, 20310

1. Transmitted herewith is one (1) copy of 17th Combat Aviation
Group letter, SUBJr'CT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YWAH INTERVALS;
A,. DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.SDOD 

DIR S200.10
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-SC 14 November 1966
SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal 14Nvmbr16

Ending 31 October 1966, Report Control Symbol CSFOR-e,, dated 14 November 1966.

2. 'Legrade unclassified wl-en separated from classified inclosures.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

1 Inc FRAN IN L. W
as » LT, Infant yU1

Adjutant C

.W

CONFIDENTIAL

.2-

' !



: . C :• N FID"EN ýJT AL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS 17TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, ~ APO San Francisco 96240•

3 AVGD-SC 11 'November 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period ending 31 October 1966
RCS CSFC0-65

TO: See Distribution

SECTION I. SIGNIFICAI3 OGANIZATION OR UNIT ACTIVITIES

1. (C) GeneralIJ

Sa. Mission: The mission of the 17th Combat Aviation Group is toprovide aviation support as directed to United States, Army of the Republ.•c
of Vietnam, and other Free World Military Assistance Forces for the conduct
of combat, logistical or other counterinsurgency operations

b. Organization and strength as of 31 October 196

(1) Group Organization:

HHC 17TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP

HHC 107H CAB HHC 14TH CAB HHC 52ND CAB HHC 223RD CSAB

S48th A)L 161st AXL 119th AML 18th FW-LT

117th Aý.fL 174th AML 155th AML 131st OV-1

129th AML 282nd AML 170th AML 183rd FW(O-1)

281st AML 179th AMM 219th FW(O-I)

180th AMK 220th FW(o-1)

92nd FW-Mr

135th FW-MT

CONFIDENTIAL
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C' (~J Fb: NT~A
AVGD-SO 31 November 1966

,-• SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period ending 31 October 1966
RCS CSFOR-65

k (2) Group Strength:

STRENGTH AUTHiASGD

* UNIT OFFICE WARRANT OFFICER ENLISTED

/ Auth/Asgd Auth/Asgd Auth/Asgd

Hq 17th Cbt Avn Qp 18/29 2/5 65/95

10th Cbt Avn Rn 102,L77 196/114 1166/1552

14th Cbt Avn Bn 64/99 129/54 745/882

52nd Obt Avn Bn 88/147 154/114 113 5/1-04

223rd Cbt Avn Bn 219/179 97/60 1247/1262

Total 491/631 578/347 4377/4635

"(5) Ixiator Strengths

l.Tth Cbt Avn Gp is authorized 90% of TOE strength.

UNIT 90% AUTH/ASGD

Hq 17th Cbt Avn 11/25

lOth•Cbt Avn Bn 252/216

14th Cbt Avn Bn 162/147

52nd Cbt Avn Bn 202/190

225rd Cbt Avn Bn 271/201

Total 902/777

.de Command Relationship

* (1) Col John W Marr, Infantry, conmanded the 17th Combat Aviation
Croup throughout this period.

(2) Change of command within subordinate units: Or 21 September
LTC 1,illiam K Gearon, Armor, assumed command of the 223rd Combat Aviation
Battalion vice Major Charles H. Drummond, Artillery.

CONFIDENTIAL
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C QN FfDNNTDAL
AVGD-SC 11 Nove'nber 1966
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period ending 31 October 1966

tICS CSFOR-65

"d. Organizational Changes.

"•-1966.(1) 225rd Combat Support Aviation Battalion was activated on
!5 May 1966, It became opera tiona) on 4 Septexhar. 7he battalion hat assigned

-three (3) 0-a companies, one (1) U A company, one (1) OV-1 company an, two (2)
CV-2 compenies. The mission of the 223rd Combat Support Aviation Battalion is

-to provide fixed wing aviation suplort as directed by the Commanding Officer,
17th Combat Aviation Group in developing and maintaining an effective coz.._-

tional and counterinsurgencr capabilIty in support of US Foreo, Repnblic
of Vitxa" Porces and other Free World Military Forces.

(2) 180th Aviation Company (AMM)(CH-47): This unit arrived in
country on.22_. October_ Mnd is presently staging at Dong Ba Thin. It will
be assigned to the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion and moved to a permenent
1 -cation at Tuy Hoa when facilities permit. The _180th AM, Cominn ie expected"

4 to bar-e.a . operational on 15 December 1966.

t. Intelligence - VR Program II Corps

znoA. In I Fia)d.Forces Vietnam and II Corps Advisory Group, utill-A •1-19 zantion of 0-1 Aircraft is pma~ent.lv split both in operational c-ontrol and

zmissioning,. A VR study presently being conducted inroatas duplication of
effort, in that aircraft utilized by US Forces are receiving the same type
mission that II Corps Advisory Group - 0-1 Aircraft could have accomplished.
The VR Program has been reduced in assets on occasion to fullfill re-
quirements of US Forces.

5. Operations and Training Activities

a. Plans
(1) Support of all major operations requiring aviation suppor t

within II Corps was planned and initiated by 17 th Combat Aviation Group.
Major operations and missions were received from CG, I FFORCEV. 17th Combat
Aviation Group planned aviation assets and supported the operations with
units assignud.

b. Operations

"(1) Narrative Summary of Significant Operations: 17th CombatS•:Avn Gp units perticipated in the following Major Operations.

operation AVN Units Cpn Dates Major Unit (S)

Paul Revere II 119th Avn Co 1-25 Aug ;st Cav Div (.IM)
5rd Bde 25th Inf Div

Paul J 1j•Tu* IT 155th Avn Co 26 Aug-18 Oct 3rd Bde 25th Iif Div
119th A m Co
170th Avin Co

Paul Revere IV 117th Avn Co 18 Oct. contin- 2nd Bde 4th Inf Div
S119th Avn Co uing

155th Avn Co
. 170th Avn Co

4 CONFIDENTIAL
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.. ki F"I0E Nl T IAL
AVGD-SC 11 November 19P6

SUBJECT: Operational Heport for Quarterly Period ending 31 October 1966
RCOS SFOR-65

Oeration Avn iTnits Opn Ma.ea Major Unit (S)

Clinton 174th 2 Oct- eant- 550 Det, OMEGA,
inuin

John Paul Jones 161st, 21 Jul-5 Sep ist Bde 101st Abn Div
117th 2nd ROK Marine Bde

48th
129th

- Mang Ho 6 119th 23 Sept-cont- CAP ROK Inf Div
161st inuing

Adams 174th 26 Oct-contin- lst Bde 4th Inf Div
uing

Byrd Reinforce 155th 25 Aug-contin- ist fav Div (AM)
uing

Seward 48th 6th Sept Ist Bde 101st Abn Div
117th -

129th 25th Oct 1/22d Inf (2/4th)

Irving 129th 2 Oct- 24 Oct ist Cav-ARNV-ROK
"161st

(2) While the above operations were in progress various other
smaller operations were conducted by Free World Military Forces and supported
by 17th Cbn Avn Gp. Airmobile assets ranging from an airmobile platoon for
Eagle Flights to Company size airmobile units for battalion operations were
shifted to support% Vanned ARVN and ROK operations to exploit targets of
opportunity. In addition aircraft were used to support III Marine Amphibious
F rce in I Corps and the 1st Cay Div (AM) in Phan Rang.

co Training

*i (1) Influx of new aviators has required a continuing training
and standardization program. Subjects stressed are types of flying missions,
flying conditions, and hazards encountered during combat missions.

(2) Artillery units of the 4th Infantry Division and 9th ROK
SDivision requested and received Airmobile training. Subjects covered, included
use of A-22 containers, cargo nets, use of slings to externally carry artillery

t weapons and vehicles, and type loads and weight limitation for CH-47

,w helio'pters.

(5) Aviators from the 4th Infantry trained with aviation units of
the 17th Combat Aviation Group. This training included an in country checkout
by unit instl-rktor pilots.

CONFIDENTIAL
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C 0 M NFI DENIAL I
$AVGD-SC -1 November 1966

SUBJE.CT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period ending 31 October 1966
7,• RCS CSFOR-65 rt

.A4 (4) Yechanics from all units have been attending the AAMTAP
"maintenan~e courses. This has continued to improve mechanic maintenance

.. •skill levels.

4. (C) Logistical Activities

a. Maintenance Activities

(1) Aircraft augmentation plans f4r UH-1 units are 21 IM-In
and I hi-lB (armed) per company& Brigade maintenance officer has no final
data for completion of the augmentation.

(2) During reported period average aircraft wvailability

was 80.5%, average EDP rate was ?70% and EDM rate was 12.5%.

15. (C) Signal:

a. TOE Equipment: Since several anits of the Group have been
operating with forward Command Posts co-located with supported ground units,
communications requirements have increa.sed considerably. KI radio, single-
sideband radio, teletype and toint-to-point circuits have been utilized
to fill these requirements. Much of this equipment to terminate the circuits
must be borrowed from other units since the current TOE does not authorize this

r equipment. Action is being taken to have it included in the XTOE.

b. Communications

S(1) Backup off line crypto system is now on hand. This system
(ine-time pads) will allow the Group and Battalion Headquarters to pass
classified messages (up to and including SECRET) between Headquarters by
"any transmission means available. Although the one-time pad requires that
messages be short and Concise, it is advisable for units to use this type
of system rather than other mechanical off-line systems because of simplicity

-A and ease of storage and accountability.

TWI (2) One of the Aviation Battalions will soon move to a new
"location. Plans have been made for a point to point teletype circuit between
Group and the Battalion. This is required because the Area Communications
System is unable to handle "Mission Type" messages in the time frame required.

6. (U) Aviation Medicine.

a. Facilities.

(1) The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion is operating a
consolid.ted Aviation Dispensiry at Dong Ba Thin.

CONFIDENTIAL



-0 ~ VId DU'JLT AL.
AVGD-.SO Ii November 1966
SUBJECT: Operationa Report for Quarterly period ending 31 October 1966

RCS CSFOR-65

(2) The 14th Combat kviation Battalion is utilizing a
temporary dispensary prior to construction of a permanent site at Phu Tai.

(5) Camp Holloway is supported by a consolidated Aviation
Dispensary staffed by the 52nd Combat Aviation Battalion.

(4) Area Aviation Medicine coverage to I Corps is provided
by the 134th Medical Detachment (OA) at Hue Phu Bai by utilization of a
flight surgeon and a general medical officer. Area coverage is also provided
Qui Nhon Arny Airfield by the 163rd Medical Detachment (OA).

b. Capabilities.

(1) Complete clinical aviation medical care is available at
all consolidated dispensaries.

(2) In isolated instances, requisitions are outstanding for
non TOE medical items required for a total capability. Ecpectod revision of
the (OA) Medical Detachment concept to a consolidated aviation battalion
Flight Dispensary concept under MTOE will alleviate this situation.

7. (U) Flight Safety

a. Period 1 August - 31 October 1966.

- RW FW TOTAL

Major kccidents 17 9 26

Combat Losses 6 3 9

Forced Landings 4 a 7

Precautionary Landings 4 16 20

Incidents i0 3 1i

CONFIDENTIAL
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C ONFIDENTIAL"• •' ~~~~AVCID-SC 1 o~brlS
SUBJEUT- Uerational Report for -uarte'ly Period endin" 31 October 1966

RCS CSFOR-65

b. Aircraftt kccidents

MONTH PV F.A4 TOTAL HIATE FATALITIES

August 6 3 9 31.0 4

September 5 4 9 30.2 4
Out.ebgr 6 2 8 25.3 0

0. Combat Attrition

MONTH R/t FAI TOTAL FATALITIES

August 2 1 3

September 0 2 2 . (2 MIA)

October 6 0 8

Sd. r14idents

P/Is F/L

August 3 8 2

September 8 8 2

October 7 4 3

to 0umulative wccident V-ter per 100,000 hours flying time
during periol, 28.6

CONFIDENTIAL
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1. 1 ,t- D E N I .A L

PAR•.T 1, Observations (Lessons Learned)

1. Personnel.

a. Item - Nun-receipt of Assignment Instructions

pronl Liscussion: An undue administrauive burden is placed on
personnel sections, and considrable inconvenience is caused to inaiv-
iduals when assignment instructions are not r~ceiv~d.a rwvasnbatL.time
in advance of DERCS. Several actions are ta.ken at Group to reduce the"Va_• pro abilit; of assignment instructions not being received. These Are-

(1) The importance of accurately reflecting DEROS is em-
phwsizad to Morning Report Cl'rks.

C (') A0R rosteus are carefully checked arairst qua!-
ificýtion r.,coi-ds (DA. Form 20 and 66) for reflection of DEROS.

(3) Special emphasis is placed on immediae annotation of
extensions and curtailjents on oHorniiQ Reports, qualuficrtion records
and AOR Rostors.

(4) Names of individjals without assignment instructions
are promptly reported in accordance w-ith USARV regulations.

(5) Telephonic follr--up is made on naves SUL.nittcd.

Gbsaivation: The anove listed actions, if enforced and
,47. •supervised, will re(duce the number of inst..nces of non-receipt of ass-

-ignnment in.structions, ndi will. Mnarxe that those individnals affecued
ari rot held beyond their D,.ROS.

b. Item - Aviator eccuisitions

rurs iscussionw Present recuisitionine procedures for avi, tors
*-r recuisitioring for projactud losses slever, months in advance.

,reruisitions 1 ust reflect specific positions .,hich recuire replacel,.ent.
The ;ersonnel turbulence which e:.dsL in an opu-ational ;h..ter cused
by diversions, irfusionr programs, cond noi,1 •eassignmxts precludes
1 hij.h d,,gzree of accu± acy ir- projecting specific rositiun v-tczncies.

a uiumerous diversions are n-.de at 90th iLepl, cer;.ent Zattaliorn end this
herdcurrters "iso divorts individuals to fill oord-tLion: 1 needs. Less
tht.n 70Z of a-jiatox s re.ch the unit specified ix, their initial DA ordeis.

A The system of trgnsfer ing reruisition line nw.bers .itin -.n individual
to a new unit has proven unworkable when infusior, progr.-rns are effected.

Swithin rvir;ion units, nost rvi~tois change position zssi;,.rennts or:ce
"d:,.ring t!heir tour, -nd a large n-anber moi w th n orce. The end result
is tht the! present systara of .vi 4t. o i ecuisitioning is lazxely un-
-workable0

CONFIDENTIAL
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hOservatiron: The entire concept of unit to unit assignment
-• 1/ for aviators should be re-examined. A system of bulk requisitioning

may well provide a more accurate and workable plan and would enable
commanders at each level to assign incoming replacements based on op-
"erational requirements.

2. (C) Operations:

S* a. Item - ARVN Aviation Support

Discussion: On several occasions requests for ARVN
Aviation support did not allow sufficient time to properly plan shifting
of aviation assets to meet the proposed operation requirements. Often
this resulted in cancellation of the proposed operation.

Observation: Adequate time for aviation support must be rec-
SWoieved in order to insure proper support of ARVN missions.

3. (U) Training and organization

a. Item: Shortage of sJing equipment

Discussion: During Airmobile training with new
artillery units a severe shortage of sling equipment esisted. There-
fore many loads normally carried externally had to be loaded internally
-ausing excess ground time in loading Ch-47 helicopters.

VaW bse n : Artillery units departing CONUS should
be made aware that sling equipment for airmobile operations is a unit
responsibility.

4. (C) Intelligence

a. Item: Area support system for VR missions.

Discussion: An area support system should be developed
at sector level with liaison established between US Forces and Sector

Advisor Group. This would help solve duplication of missions and con-
"solidate some missions with one 0-1 aircraft. An 0-I on a VR mission
could easily perform Artillery adjustment or radio relay or be diverted
from a nearby area for a specific mission. To control the aircraft
and divert or give additional tasks would require only communication
with a sector control which would be constantly informed by a sector
Advisory Group. These sector controls should be located and based upon
enemy threat, size of sector and size of operation.

Observation: An area support system would allow
more efficient utilization of 0-1 aircraft and enhance VR coverage in
any given sector.

SCONFIDEONTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

b. Item: Area Familizatisn cf Pilots

Discussion: On 'VR flights aviators often cover large /-
areas. it normally requires two weeks of flying for the aviator to be-
come familiar with his area of responsibility.

&bservanLon: To eliminate the long familiarization
period aviators should be assigned the same area for VR when possible.

S5. (C) Logistics

'a a. Item: Arrival Information on Newly Assigned Units

Piscussion: Upon arrival from CONUS the 180th
SlAviation Company (AMM) advance party provided information concerning

type aircraft (C-141), departure dates and loads for main body to follow.
USA15 requested diversion of C-141 aircraft from Tan Son Nhut to Nha
Trang which was approved. Following that request no further information
concerning arrival time or dates was received. The 17th Cbt Avn Gp
was notified of the arrival of the first aircraft after the aircraft was

F on the ground at Nha Trang. It was found that the Unit Commander had
sent an operational Immediate message which did not arrive until some
three hours after aircraft arrived. The Unit Commander advised that the
remainder of the unit would arrive on 0-130 aricraft. A request was
made through 14th Aerial Port for diversion of the remaining aircraft
to Cam Ranh Bay which is closer to final desti-ation. Diversions were
made to debark the unit as near as possible to destination which in this
case was limited by the capability of airfields to handle C-141 air-
craft.

Obseratio: If correct information were provided
concerning time and date of arrival of incoming units, better planning
would have provided a debarkation plan, billets, mess and local trans-
portation.

b. Item: Flying Hour Program on UH-lDs

Discussion: In the past quarter, tH-IDs in this Group
flew an average of 74.8 hours per month per aircraft or 20% above the
programmed flying hours. This is a significant increase over previous
quarters which has resulted in a higher EDP and EDM rate. If these
helicopters continue to overfly the flying hour program, a still higher
increase in EDP and EDM will result. This is based on the fact that
parts replacements are programmed on the flying hour program, therefore
the aircraft will to down longer awaiting parts. Also, as the helicopter
total time increass the frequency of scheduled maintenance will in-
crease the down time for maintenance. Field Commanders should be made
aware of this fact and program their operations based on the flying

A hour program. This would insure that the helicopters are properly main-
tained and that they would be more responsive for operations of the
Field Commander.

c. Item: Airmobile Unit PLL - ASL

Discussion: Airmobile units are being deployed from

CONFIDENTIAL
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)H [•) 1,+ I VN wi Ih it 90 day supl,,.ri, i~ rkagn rat,her r v,hn a I'LL - A,'1. I

IJpiiIi :rt'iv'1 r in IiVN 1,hey ro p-1( ri lori I, -ei[bm'lil, I ,he- ir I'L, - A¶I, rind
s [,t r . req u is i .i r, t Ihr ; Lh eo I t.. hrs teen I',,und [Ihat t,ho 9(j day

suppfr-t, packuge (dies not, n il,airl :l.] Ihe .il,ems needed 'r" r pr(,per
S(eperit.ion and (tontains it ems that, (rinnrot, he used in RVN.

Observation: Units being deployed from CONUS to RVN
should have a PLL - ASL computed from appropriate manuals and be per-
mitted to requisition items in their PLL - ASL prior to departure from
CONUS. Thus when they arrive in RVN their machine record cards would
be prepared and requisitions would be filled upon their arrival.

d. Item: Heavy Lift PLL - A:'L

Discussion: Medium helicopter units being deployed from
CONUS to RVN are arriving in the area with their PLL - ASL only 85%
filled. The 15% not filled is normally high mortality items. This
causes many of the aircraft to be EDP, which would not happen had their
PLL - ASL been filled prior to departure from CONUS.

Observation: Medium helicopter units being deployed from
CONUS to RVN must have their PLL - ASL 100% filled to insdre that high
mortality items, which normally cause aircraft to be EDP, are available
for immediate replacement. This will help the unit become operational
ready in a minimum of time after arrival in RVN.

e. Item: Repair Parts Supply Support

Discussion: Subordinate units reported inadequate repair
parts supply support. Subsequently more frequent technical assistance
visits, by backup support supply unit supervisors; and closer liaison
with supported units has resulted in a more responsive supply system.
Many technical difficulties and misunderstandings have been avoided
through coordination by supervisors rather than the "nuts and bolts"

personnel.

Observation: Closer liaison between support and supported
units in a "must" for continuous satisfactory operation, especially with
the type air operations being conducted in RVN.

6. (U) Medical

a. Item: Aviator Fatigue.

Discussion: Flying Hours- with continued input of
ground units requiring increased aviation supporit, flying hours of the
individual aviator have increased to an unpredented level. Aviators
in aviation companies (ANL) with primary flying duties frequently exceed
120 flying hours per month.

Observation: To prevent aviator fatigue, aviators must
be closel: observed by the unit flight surgeon and the commander. 48
hour stand down by the unit commander is current p,,licy within the l'th
Combat Aviation Group for those aviators felt t.- i'equire it. All aviators
are required toL be seen by their unit flight surgeiLn upon reaching '.0
hours in a consecutive 30 day period.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
b. Item: Tropical Fatigues

Discussion: Clothing - Tropical fatigues are not

available for issue to Helicopter Companies. With a regulation pro-
hibiting the wearing of flight suits for Army aviators, the need for a

- loose fitting uniform of light weigh material is apparent. Normal
sateen fatigue uniforms are cut smaller, of heavier weight material and
have few available pockets to an aviator in the aircraft seat. Derma-
titis conditions are found to be excessive in Army aviators wearing
normal issue fatigues. A decreased incidence is apparent with tropical
fatigues.

Observation: Issue of tropical fatigues to Helicopter
* Companies should be authorized in lieu of flight suits.

7. (U) Safety

a. Item: Combat Loss Reporting

Discussion: In many cases, because of the tactical
. situation, mission requirement and influencing hostile or combat

".r. environment, aircraft are flown into, what normally would be considered,
,;• unsuitable landing zones and short field s~rips. In addition, flights

are conducted over terrain unsuitable for forced landings. In the event
of a mishap resulting in damage to the aircraft, the aviator and his unit
are charged with an accident, even though it was unavoidable, and indi-
rectly caused by the combat situation.

Observation: A need exists for a positive definition

* of hostile or combat environment and an aviation mishap classification
of "combat induced loss", not chargeable to the aviator or his unit.
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S~CONFIDENTIAL

Part II, Recommendations I
.... • /•1. (U) Personnel

a. No recommendation

b. Recomnend consideration be given to system of bulk
0 Arequisitioning of aviators. In such a system Group would prepare
0 aviator requisitions based on total Group requirements, with all
Ae incoming aviators to be assigned initially to HHC of Group. Intransit

streagth accountability would then be maintained by Group and assignments
made by Group to subordinate units based on commander's priorities.

2. (C) Operations

Recommend mission approval for ARVN operations be receivedA• two (2) days prior to mission requirement date in order to insure proper
aviation support.

t 3. (U) Operations and Training

Recommend all Artillery Units departing CONUS be equipped
l-o and trained to participate in Airmobile operations utilizing medium

helicopter support.

4. (C) Intelligence

a. Recommend a staff study be made of VR operations to
more effectively utilize 0-1 aircraft.

e b. Recommend aviators be assigned the same VR area when-
:•'ii '.ever possible.

A5. (0) Togistics

"a. Recommend that arrival information on newly assign
units be dis ýnated to parent unit as soon as possible to facilitate
arrival pJ ani

-commend the flying hour program be closely followed
to insure thb nd EDM percentage does not go higher than present
forecast.

., ., commend airmobile units be deployed from CONUS with
a PLL - ASL compu. I from appr.opriate manuals so they can arrive with
proper maintenance back up supplies.

d. Recommend that medium helicopter units departing
CONUS have their PLL - ASL filled 100%.

CONFIDENTIAL
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6. (U) Medical

a. Recommend that a flying hour policy be prescribed '6
and followed by all aviation units.

b. Recommend Helicopter Units be supplied with tropical
fatigues and issued to Aviators.

4
7. (U) Safety

• Recommend a positive system be devised to identify Combat
loss/Accident Determination.

JOHN W. MARR
COL, Inf
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
1 Thru Field Force V5 Thru lst Avn Bde

Thru USARV
Thru USARPAC
TO: ALSFOR DA

2 Thru Field Force V
"TO: ACSFOR DA

1 TO: USARPAC
3 TO: USARV
1 TO 1st Avn Wde

r'
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-A ( 0 k I:1 u hiT' A LAmJ

V UNIT 4UTHORIZED ASSIGNED KIA WIA MIA
II.HH, 17th Avn Op

Aug I15 135 0 0 0
Sep 115 131 0 0 0
Oct 85 120. 0 0 1

10th Avn Bn

. i-, Aug 1626 1769 0 3 0
Sep 1206 1409 0 0 0

J• Oct 1464 1643 4 0 0

14th Avn Bn

Aug 1919 1889 0 1 0
Sep 993 987 0 0 0
"Oct $38 975 0 0 0

52nd Avn Bn

Aug 1542 1452 0 0 0
Sep 1377 1312 0 1 0
Oct 1377 1365 4 0 0

223rd Avn Bn
'-Aug00 0

77 Sep 1590 1515 0 0 0
Oct 1590 1501 0 2 0

"AA CONFIDENTIAL
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C N V DENTTIAL
Thtal A/C Hpurs Flown Availibility EDP E13

-~ August

17th kvn Op 28921 82.5% y 4.95 12.8%

SHC 64

10th Avn Bn 13-106 85.8% 2.3% 11.9%

14th Avn Bn 9989 77.3% 7i4% 15.3%

52nd Av •n 8062 88.6% 5.1% 6.%

September

17th *vn frp 29835 79.6% 8.0% 12.4..

all G 68

10th A.vn Gp 6940 83.8% 5.8% 10.4%

14th Avn Bn 4981 76.1% 6.9% 17.8%

52nd Avn Bn 7092 76.6% 11.6% 11.8,

225rd Avn Bn 19754 82.5% 5.4% 12.1%

October

17th kvn Op 31644 79.6% 8.2% 12.2%

11H11 105

10th Avn Bp 7388 75.3% 14.2% 10.5%

14th Avn Bn 5470 80.3% 7.6% 12.1%

52nd Avn Bn 7483 82,8% 8. 9, 8.3".

225rd .ivn Bn 11198 79.90 2.1% 18.CW

SUIIMARY OF 1IINT]• dlC.,; PR'RPrR, C!,

md. 2 CONFIDENTIAL
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10th Avn Bi 24th Avn Bn 52nd Avn Bn 223rd Avn Bri

1o0°.- ,

"90-

S84.0

76. I81.2-0

70
585 67. 6

60o-

30-• 18I

50

10

jAug Sep Oct Aug Sep Oct Aug Sep Oct Sep Oct

P.2INJTAGE CF PRESENZT FOR DUTY STRENGTH OF AUTH0RIZ.M AVLIOIRS

Incl CONFIDENTIAL
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4i

90_

""4/80-

7.!
70-

60-
56.

50- 5.NSX
_40. 6

30- / 1-

20

Aug Sep Oct Aug Sep Oct Aug Sep Oct Aug p OcS

UHi-1B Uli-lB/540 UH-1D CH-47

AVMAGE FLYING HOURS BY TIP', AICRAiFTR ROTARY 10Dn

CONFIDENTIAL

19

• s'I



,0%~***** r IJ\S,. O t. I~ klrAL

I ~1.00--

90 ifi
~E 1.4

a6. 14.72

70 _ 72.

J m60 - 59 .

50 0. 50.76w6

"40

:4" 30 //

4 0

10

420-\

ALug Sep Oct Aug Sep Oct Aug Sep Oct Alug jep Oct Aug Sep Oct
0-1 U-6A U-Lok OV-1 CV-2B

AVIJGL FLYING HOULS BY TIP.S AIRCRAFT
FIXED ,WING

mIncl 5
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84.

A •
C I

82.5 *2.4SC 6

•. •o. \o.\we80 7.

a 70-

660

50-

940-X
30 j

20/

40

'A Ao,> '

/ Aug Sep Oct Aug Sep Oct AuSeOc Aug Sep Oct

ROA 50_ ,5/

•UR-1o1\ / \,'54 tf-,. 011\ / 7
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CONFIDENTIAL
21 2

ellI\ 
,\

At o\/\-, •/\



4~' CON IDENflAL.

900L

79.

'4.4

6.659

-~50-

30--

4//

.A

Aluf Sep Oct Aut., Lýp C)(m Aug Sep Oct Aug Sep Oct Aug Sep Oct
No.

01H 8487, 88 6 55 15 15. 15 13 2141-15 32 31 28

PI12CM~ 0F.MATIONAL R.A-DY

- ~-Inaolulre
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- . FFORCE Av

AB FFRCE VII CORlPS

/ ! .. -. \ .

1-7TH AV N GP 
I

.•~ ~ ~0 AV, / BN':Am 10T~3N AV BN21DAVNI3NBI)

° .NOTE- Ull Circuits Secured uith .Cryptographic Equipment
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Preceding Page Blank

AVFA-..C-.&T (1J4 Nov 66) 1st Ind

SUlJ~i.-CT" Iedter of Transmittal (&

Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, APO JS Forces 96350 1 5 DEC 1966

TO:-Assistant Chief of Staff for 2orce i.evelopment, uepartrent of the

Army, Washington ..C 20310
Commanding General, 1st Aviation Bri.ade, APO US Forces 96307

(G) 17th Combat Aviation Group Operational Report for quarterly
Periou Enainu 31 Oct 66 is forwarded vith the following comments:

a. Section I, Paratraph 3c(2): Towed non-6ivisional 105mm
and 155mm howitzer baLtalions, upon arrival in-cointry, reqiuire training
similar to that 4fforded 4th Infantry Division and 9th ROK Infantry
Division Artillery units. These units are sibject to deployment as
airmobil., artillery. A~ction has been• iniLiatea by I F0.iOiCEV Artillery
to provide this training to units concerned.

b. Section II, Part I, Paragraph 3j>(hort-Le of Sling
,ouipment): There is no a thorization for non-airborne, light and

zedium artillery units to oiraw slinf- and load carrying equipment prior
to arrival in Vietnam. lowed 10nmm and 155mn howitzer units can
anticipate assignment of airmouile missior, in Vietnam, therefore,
TOE's of tihece z•.ts sho Id be a.q•m:ted with air items prior to
a ep loymcen t.

c. Section II, Part IT, Para!-raph )i: ." staucy of the Visaal
rieconnaissance Prograxr for II CTZ has been made by representatives
from b;is h-ea1u-iartcrs, 17th Combat 1 Avia.tion 'Irou:p, and T1 Corps oS
Army ,avisory .'roip. The area ,-upport system. was consicernd in this
study. The fj.nrjin~fs of ti.e -tad,,- -roar Lcrd a proposed Vi.sial
Reconnaissance directive are cnurrc.itly bein•- staLfed.

e. Section II, Part I, Para, ra1 ph 6L: I FO'O.DCV uNCT.ASi. FTED
messae AVFA-2D-S b-2635, LT"IM 1'31737L Nov 66, subject: b:asis of
Issue - JanF-le P, atig es, •taf.es Ihat non-civisional zrtillery and
combat support .,its are not inclx,_ed vithin priorities establil;hed
for issue of jun.;le fatiLues. - This t.eadq rr crs bas recomnended tlat
artillerý ana other selected comt at support units (such as aviation
companies) be incl.bed within the sane priority as c(mLt aivisions.

.' R 'T11: CO , , ,.

f oloTl, G
1Trcl Adu tnt eraa

nr.

25 4".VX$RVU.1 AT 3 YEAR INTFI•RV4
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CONFIDEN71AL

AIBA-C (14 Nov 66) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: OPoratioinl ROPOrt for Q~2terlj. Foxcl'c a-

(RFOs -66)

!MAflUAR7Mp 13T AVIATION BRIGMZ, ', Lo 96307 2 DEC 1965

W: C=&iingGenoral, U.* S. Azr7 Viet=n,, AnO c,'307

1. Enlo~ce rePort of 17th Cc=,b-t Aviation Group locr-rdý -;.nt
the following commta.

2. Part Up, paragraph 1b.. eoncur uith thic cc~mt -mlo~~
the follow-izg action. The G-1j, USARV shovid art~it bulh paacm zc-,xti-
tiOns to the Departt~ont of tho AzmF bam-d cm trcc-~ i~~
load tine, R*Biasu nt instruc.tion-o iosmd by -&hco r,,aýn ,f ,

'dill "ssign tb* inbound arator to a oZc~blcc
in Viet-"-=. Nin~ty dAys prior to tho in-eati1az'7 ~ C.lUil
icill allocate' replacoents to thi mijor ~nofor c ~ t
oy"tm -xouMl require coboe coordinationa betu~a t,ý. 1sAL G-1 md t-,,
major oamwmz~d to insure that the aaoigm &via-lwr stronCtý ig
within the authorized level,

3, Cone'r with other r~ec~xonatio= as otritsd,*

nlo Captainp AGC
As8t Adjutant Gomaro.1

Reproduced From
Best Available COPY
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AVHGCG-fM (14 Nov 66) 3d TId
/ BJT: Ororational Renort-Lesson_ Lzorned for the Poried 'z'r,

31 October 1966 (MCS CSM01-65)

ffWDQART1-S, TJWITD STATES AWY I=I A14, A7O Stnn Fi-nciseo V6307
2 3 JAN 1967

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Ari•, Pacific, ATT;R: GO?-OT
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Oeeratioril Rertrt-Lessons
Learned for the period ending 31 October 1966 frc l Headquarters, 17th
Combat Aviation GrouD as indorsed.

2. Pertinent comments are as follows:

a. Reference Paragranh Ib, Part T, Section 2: Concur in
merits and reco=mendation of the 17th Aviation GrouD on bulk rcuisition-
ing insofar as they apply to the groun level of commando Thio proccd&7--o
is presently in use by other major subordinate coarntds of U3ARTV and is
in accordance "ith-USAV Regulation 614-185, which outlinei officer ro-
quisition procedures.

b. Reference Paragranh 3, Part 1, Section 2 and Paragrarh b,
1st Tndorsement: Concur in observation concerning authorization of air
itenn for light and medium artillery units being denloyed to Vietn=i.

c. Reference Paragranh 5c and 5d, Part 1, Section 2 cd Para-
graph 5c and b, Part 2, Section 2: Concur in observations regarding
PLL-ASL recuirements for deploying air mobile ard medium helicopter units.

d. Reference Paragrarh 6b, Part 1, Section 2 and Paragraph e,
:jt Indorsement: Consideration currently is being given to issue of 5
tronical fatigue uniforms to all nersonnel serving in combat suunort
units. This vuld include all personnel assigned to non-divi3iornl artil-
lery and aviation units. Based on current CONWS nroduction ostimates,
it is expected that all Army personnel serving in RVN iil be isaucd the
tronical fatigue uniform within the next four months.

e. Reference Paragranh 6 a, Part IT, Section IT: AR 95-17,
dated 29 August 1963, is the casic document nroviding iidelines regarding
flight time limits and crew rest. Additionally, USARV message unclas
AVRAV-O 36110, subjects Flying Hour Policy, DM 171245 Nov 66, pro-
vided guidanco for flying hour limitations and directed that control of
faticue be exercised by the unit flight surgeon, the anit coz--ander and
the individual aviator.
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AV1,C-DH (11, Nov 66) 2 3 JAN 1967
SUBJECT: Onerational Remort-Lessons Learned for the ?eri_•d cndin,

31 October 1966 (R3S CSFOR-65)

f. Reference Paragranh 7, Part TI, Section TI: This hcazd-
quarters proposed to Fifth Joint Services Safety Conference in Ssp-
tember 1966 that a third category of aircraft mishaps, i.e., combat
induced accidents, be established. This Dronoaal was not favorably
considered. Information has been received informally at this head-
quarters that a change to AR 385-40, to include a combat loss defini-
tion, is vresently being staffed at flepartmont of the Army.

g. Reference Paragraph 2, 2d Indoraenit: Nonconcur.
Studies conducted at this headquarters have resulted in conclusion
that unit-to-unit replacement system, as currently used in USPRV, is
stverior and more responsive to needs of the command.

\ FOR TME CCHMMDER-

!Inc! "] lR~'
let Lt, AGC
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